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A good bit of time has passed since I last wrote, just after our Dominican friends had 
left us, but much of it was spent in port. Even so, it seems worthwhile to complete 
the record, since several things of note have happened. 


First, the remainder of our V.1.P. trip was a great success. Gentle winds and smooth 
seas gave us a chance to photograph a number of whales. In addition, Martin Saunders, 
Ken, and a few students had a chance to swim with several whales, including a mother 
and calf. Martin and Ken between them managed to shoot more than 30 minutes of 16-mm. 
film of whales underwater. Also, a number of whales cooperated by showing off their 
various aerial antics for Martin's camera. By the time we finally turned our jib-boom 
toward Puerto Plata at lunchtime Thursday, he was able to state with confidence that 
he had filmed everything he had come to get except for breaching--not bad, considering 
the vagaries of weather and animals we usually encounter! 


Our sail home was so pleasant and quiet that nobody wanted to cut it short. We sailed 
peacefully all night under a star-filled sky. It was one of those nights that move 
people to share their thoughts, and the rails were lined all evening with pairs of folk 
gazing out over the peaceful sea while finding the words to express their feelings. Few 
groups that have sailed on REGINA have been as congenial or cohesive. The parting on 
Friday was even harder than usual. 


A frenzied 6 days at home in the office followed, with mid-term exams for the students, 
rafts of mail to be answered, and plans to be solidified filling the days and most 
evenings. Then suddenly I was back in Puerto Plata again, this time with 16 highly 
excited students from our Gloucester class, and three other equally enthused participants. 


Unfortunately, the weather had deteriorated since my departure--heavy rain squalls on 
Friday evening became a downpour by Saturday afternoon with strong North and Northeast 
winds. Puerto Plata Harbor was full of surge, and the town--its streets already muddy 
from the ongoing excavations to install a central sewer--was a quagmire criss-crossed 
by rapidly flowing brooks of dubious- looking water. These conditions were taken in 
stride as the watches learned the intricacies of sail setting, the various lines, and 
the skills of log-keeping, and explored the town. 


The big excitement, of course, centered on the plans of ABC TV's 20/20 News Team to 

film our whole operation. Filming of students in Gloucester, attending class and 
collecting data in the snow, was completed earlier. Now a team of 8 under the leadership 
of Kate Wenner has arrived with Geraldo Rivera and mountains of gear to film us on Silver 
Bank with the whales. They are now awaiting the arrival of a large power yacht to 

carry them out to the Bank and serve as their base. As far as we know, this yacht has 
not yet appeared. 


We are now making our way to the Bank to start work. As we discovered when we sailed 
last night, the offshore weather was abysmal--10-15 foot seas and squalls with heavy 
rain and 35-knot winds. Just now conditions are better--it's still overcast, but winds 
are down to 20-25 knots and the seas here, 20 miles west of the Bank, are down to 8-10 
feet. ABC will come when it can. Meanwhile, most of the ship's new recruits would 
doubtless rather forget last night--it was rough! 


Respectfully submitted, 


George Nichols, Jr., M.D., Master 
ORV REGINA MARIS 
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The dawn is spectacular this morning. The brilliant red and orange eastern sky is filled 
with trade-wind clouds; Venus is high above us; and the moon, just three days past full, 
lights the rest of the sky. Most important, the Southeast wind is a gentle twelve knots, 
and the seas no more than a foot where we lie tucked behind a small prong of the reef. 
All this is a delightful contrast to the first part of the past week. When I wrote last, 
we were hammering our way towards the west edge of the Bank against thirty to thirty-five 
knots of east wind and 10-15 foot seas under heavily overcast skies. It was a rough 
introduction for untrained stomachs, and more than half of our new students were still 
lying about in a state of semi-shock--very different from the current peaceful scene. 


If anyone should ask what the ship's company thought the dominant feature of this week 
has been the reply would surely be "ABC's 20/20 News Team." They filmed every aspect of 
the ship's daily life--meals, seminars, student projects, darkroom work, fluke photo 

‘ matching, weighing anchor, maneuvering with whales, dodging coral heads, moonlight scenes, 
even chanty singing on deck. In addition there were interviews on film, underwater shots, 
and visits to the wreck of the POLYXENI. Everything was covered except for actual sailing 
and sail setting. The energy and drive of the team were wonderful to behold, especially 
in view of the difficulties which the weather laid upon them. 


The troubles of the TV team began on their arrival in Puerto Plata, when the customs 

broker they had engaged never showed up to clear their fifty-two pieces of luggage. 

Eventually, 50 pieces were found, a bond posted with customs, and all were transferred to 
| the newly opened and totally disorganized Holiday Inn. Sunday we planned with them and 

searched for their charter boat which, because of the bad weather, did not arrive until 

the wee hours of Monday. They only filming that they managed that day was our departure 
into the mirk, rain, and wind at dusk. 


Nevertheless, they did appear on the Bank late Monday evening after a horrendous ride in 
their chartered yacht--luxurious in calm water, but a rolling nightmare in 10 foot seas, 
which pitched the overstuffed furniture and its occupants all over the boat! Then it 
rained, blew, or remained overcast Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. In a brief bit of 
sunshine on Tuesday, we all moved up into the shelter of the reef. Despite 30 knot winds 
we managed to get a couple of fluke photos and the ABC crew caught "whale fever" badly. 
They were all over the bank furiously photographing the very numerous animals. 


All weather changes eventually, and on Friday we were finally able to show the team how 
we work here. We had fairly good luck, both with fluke shots and close approaches. One 
cooperative pair even allowed themselves to be photographed underwater, to the great joy 
of Geraldo Rivera, the 20/20 reporter on the project. 


Since all the rest of the ship's life had been photographed as we lay anchored, when 

Saturday came all the photo gear was moved off by our long-suffering Zodiac team, and 
farewells were said all around. Suddenly, peace and normal life returned as all our 

guests departed. We won't be on 20/20 for at least 6 weeks, but we will be informed 

in advance. 


Since the departure of ABC, we have been busily and productively engaged. The two 

Zodiacs, manned by Steve Katona, Dave Matilla, Phil Clapham, and Rich Sears, have been 
productive despite adverse conditions. Their presence has greatly expanded our ability 
to collect data. We photographed 50 flukes yesterday, of which only 18 were from REGINA. 
Also, the Zodiacs can study the whales in the reef itself where we cannot go. Still, 
their days are long ones and in any winds over 25 knots the small boats are really not 
workable. 


Respectfully submitted, 


George Nichols, Jr., M.D., Master 
ORV REGINA MARIS 
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